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Organic Management Plan Guide 

This guide provides ideas and a sample format for presenting an Organic Management Plan 
(OMP).  This can be prepared as a story of what is done on the farm or garden, but needs to 
contain key elements of information to clearly describe your farming practices and how they 
meet the prescribed Organic Standard.  This can then be updated, or if no changes, simply 
resubmitted in following years. 
 
An Organic Management Plan Form is available on the NASAA website. Go to 
http://www.nasaa.com.au and follow the links to their resources where there are different 
forms/templates for different activities. This will give you more ideas about what to include. 
 
As well, of course, the inputs record for each year must be kept and submitted with the OMP. 
 

 
Contents of an Organic Management Plan 

 
Farm Overview 

 Name, address, certification number 

 What you want certified 

 Farm profile: the geography, soil, climate and vegetation, and a farm map 

 What is grown, animals, and paddock histories for the last three years, if relevant 

 If you have parallel or split production show how you deal with harvest and sale of 
produce, how you avoid contamination of organic by the non-organic inputs and 
produce. 

 
Record Keeping  
How do you record activities, inputs, rotations, harvest, transport, paddock history and 
sales? 
 
Inputs Management - Paper trail needed 
Do you try to find organic sources for seeds for crops, vegetables or green manures? 
Are they inoculated? How do you deal with seeds from non-organic sources? 
 
Soil Management 
What do you do to improve soil fertility? 
Have you had soil tests done? Tissue analysis? Do you compost manures? Add minerals? 
Use green manure? Use crop rotation? 
 
Outline your long-term plan for attaining optimum soil fertility? 
 
Water Management 
What is your water source? How good is it? Have you had it tested (keep records)? If there 
are risks about the water how do you deal with this? 
 
Describe your irrigation or watering system? Do you monitor the effectiveness of the 
irrigation? 
 
Do you have salinity or water table issues? How do you deal with them? 
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Pest, Disease and Weed Management 
Describe any issues and how you deal with them. 
 
Windbreaks 
Describe the predominant wind directions on your property and whether there is any 
likelihood of spray drift etc. from nearby non-organic farms. 
 
What is happening at your boundaries? Do you have windbreaks? 
 
Biodiversity 
Do you have native vegetation, perennial grasses, bush corridors etc.? Percentage? How 
managed? 
 
Processing, Handling and Transport 
Do you process on-farm? Describe. 
 
If off-farm, who is doing this, where is product stored, include handling and transport. 
 
How do you ensure no contamination from non-organic product during processing, handling 
and transport? 
 
Livestock 
What livestock do you have, and for what product? Indicate which are certified. 
 
Are all animals gestated, born and raised on your farm? Indicate source, age at purchase for 
brought-in stock. 
 
Feed:  
Is feed produced on-farm? If bought in – give sources, if certified or not, daily intake.  
 
Are mineral supplements used? Give details. 
 
How do you deal with feed emergencies? 
 
Pests and diseases:  
Describe pests and diseases and how you control them. 
 
Quarantine Paddock:  
Describe provision of a designated quarantine paddock which is required for conventional 
treatment of livestock (e.g. conventional drenching) and for animals purchased from non-
certified sources. 
 
How do you differentiate certified and conventional stock on the farm? 
 
 
 
An INPUTS LIST and FARM MAP are needed also, and a DIARY is recommended to 
keep track of details and times for preparations, plantings, harvests, and rotations. 
 

 


